
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK NOTICES 



51 



arable loss of prestige on the part of the 
desecrated sanctuaries and a corresponding in- 
crease for the temple at Jerusalem. The result 
would naturally be a desertion of the local shrines 
by many in favor of Jerusalem. 

Upon questions such as these there will 
always be more or less of difference of opinion. 
But the author's approach to the task and his 
method of operations are admirable; and these 
are the important things. The book is so written 
as to appeal to the layman of intelligence, 
while at the same time it is well worth the 
attention of careful students. 



The Christian Doctrine of Prayer. "The Great 
Christian Doctrine" series, edited by James 
Hastings, D.D. New York: Scribner, 1915. 
Pp. 1+44.8- $3-°°- 

This volume on prayer is thoroughly modern 
in its point of view and profoundly spiritual 
throughout. The treatment of such problems 
as the scientific and philosophical objections to 
prayer is ably handled in a manner that reveals 
the spirit of a student who has an open mind and 
withal a profoundly reverent spirit. The vol- 
ume abounds in quotations from leaders in reli- 
gious, scientific, and philosophical circles. The 
book compels the reader to become a student of 
the subject, and he in turn will be furnished with 
splendid material usable especially in the pulpit. 
If the successes in this series maintain the high 
standard set by this initial volume, the publishers 
will render a great service to the ministry that 
is trying to keep abreast of the times. 



The Ephesian Gospel. By Percy Gardner. 
New York: Putnam, 1915. Pp. xi+362. 
$1.50. 

This readable and informing book is a sequel 
to the same author's The Religious Experience 
of St. Paul, which appeared four years ago. 
The Gospel of John, here called the "Ephesian" 
Gospel, is regarded as the "greatest work of the 
Pauline School." 

Three preliminary chapters are taken up with 
a description of ancient Ephesus . The eco- 
nomic, cultural, and religious conditions of the 
city are briefly but clearly described- A fusion 
of Greek and Asiatic elements is observed in the 
life of this ancient metropolis. Christianity, 
which added another element to the complex 
life of the city, was established chiefly through 
the activity of Paul; and after Paul's day 
Ephesus continued to be an important seat of the 
new religion. 

Following these introductory matters the 
author turns to the Gospel itself. He does not 
attempt to orient the reader in the vast modern 
literature of the subject, but to acquaint him 



with the well-established conclusions of critical 
scholarship. The views adopted are essentially 
those of Moffatt's well-known Introduction. 
The writer of this Gospel is seen to have a very 
different notion of biography from that which 
prevails today. His notion corresponds with 
the ideas and customs current in antiquity and 
illustrated by a number of documents still 
extant, the dominant interest of which is to 
edify the reader by exalting the personality of 
the individual whose career is narrated. 

The content of the Gospel is expounded at 
some length. Its basis is found in the Christian 
experience of its author, and its distinctive 
teaching is discussed under the following captions : 
"The Doctrine of the Spirit," "Eschatology," 
"Eternal Life," "The Sacraments," "Judaism 
and the Gospel," "The Church and the World," 
"Teaching and Ethics," "Miracle," and "Chris- 
tology." In these sections on interpretation 
Gardner follows quite closely E. F. Scott's 
The Fourth Gospel: Its Purpose and Theology. 
Probably some readers will regret that more 
account has not been taken of Hellenistic mys- 
ticism and its bearing upon the exposition of this 
Gospel. 

A concluding chapter deals with "The Gos- 
pel and Modernity." While the Synoptics are 
thought to be more valuable than John as his- 
torical sources for the words and deeds of Jesus, 
the modern worth of the Fourth Gospel is seen 
especially in its freedom from the letter. It 
gives us an interpretation of Jesus suited to the 
intellectual conditions of our thinking: "We are 
driven, like our Evangelist, from letter to spirit, 
from reliance on a life lived in space and time 
to reliance on a life which is eternal in heaven." 



Old Testament History. By Ismar J. Peritz. 
(Bible-Study Textbook Series.) New York: 
Abingdon Press, 1915. Pp.336. $1.50. 

This volume represents the Old Testament 
element in a series of textbooks upon the Bible 
published by the Abingdon Press, the name now 
carried by the publishing agencies of the Method- 
ist. Episcopal Church. The point of view and 
method of the volume are frankly in sympathy 
with the principles of modern historical Bible- 
study. Yet the author is cautious and conserv- 
ative in the presentation of his conclusions. 
The book is organized on a textbook basis, each 
chapter being subdivided into sections and pro- 
vided with lists of questions and topics for 
study. Five maps, belonging to the Kent and 
Madsen series, and selected lists of books add 
to the book's usefulness. It would have made 
the supplementary books of far greater value, 
in the work, if special references from them had 
been attached to the discussion of the various 
main topics. The work seems well within the 
range of the average college student's time and 
ability and ought to carry his interest along as 
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he works his way through the subject. Pro- 
fessor Peritz has had much experience in teach- 
ing the Old Testament in college classes and 
has made good use of it in the preparation of 
this book. It might be better were the atti- 
tude of the author a little more consistent 
throughout. Certain difficulties are faced with 
refreshing frankness; others, however, are 
glossed over or ignored. But perhaps the 
college student must go slowly in such matters. 
In any case, this book will teach him much that 
he needs to know. 



Practical and Social Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. T. Robertson. New York: George 
H. Doran Co., 1015. Pp. 271. $1.25 net. 

This book consists of lectures on the Epistle 
of James, first delivered at the Northfield Bible 
Conference in 191 2, repeated at Chautauqua 
and Winona, later expanded, and now published 
as "expository talks" on the Epistle. There is 
an introductory essay on James, the servant of 
God, occupying 34 pages. The commentary fol- 
lows to p. 269. There is a brief bibliography ap- 
pended. Professor Robertson, following Mayor, 
holds that James the brother of Jesus, author of 
the speech in Acts 15: 13-21, wrote the Epistle 
about 48 or 49 a.d. Every available hint has 
been appropriated to use in a pen-picture of 
James which leaves nothing to be desired pro- 
vided all the conjectures are warranted. The 
interpretation is untechnical, clear, and inter- 
esting. Disputed points are adequately treated, 
generally without confusing citations. The 
page is spotted with Greek type in parentheses; 
but it is the reader of the English version whom 
the author has consistently in mind. Being in 
the nature of expository talks, the author 
preaches briefly and acceptably. The careful 
reader of the New Testament will find this com- 
mentary easy to use, illuminating, and full of 
suggestions in case he is preparing material for 
teaching. It makes no contribution to a more 
perfect text or to especially fresh interpretation 
of obscure passages; but this purpose is not 
claimed by the author. Timely references 
abound: e.g., to the S.O.S. signal (p. 67}; "to 
titles of recent books (p. 79, 199) ; to illustrations 
from common life (p. 159). But, if we remem- 
ber correctly, the "pin-wheel" is-igmted at the 
circumference rather than at the center. This 
is a stimulating handbook to the Epistle. 



The Sword of the Lord. By A. C. Hill: New 
York: George H. Doran, 1915. Pp. xii-f- 
295. $1.25. 

The author, pastor of the Tollington Park 
Congregational Church, London, studies the dis- 
ciple of Christ, whom he often calls the "Chris- 
tian cavalier," as the noblest exponent and 
champion of the faith and practice which 



God means to dominate the world. These are 
essays, of unequal length, under most interest- 
ing titles, bound together by the central idea 
that the true Christian is the finest product of 
modern life, as he is also the supreme human 
force in the world. There is a deal of genuine 
insight in the book, much discriminating obser- 
vation, and always clear and urgent counsel to 
realize the moral purpose of Christ in union with 
him. We turned to Brierley for an example of 
similar studies, hoping that here was a suc- 
cessor in the Interpreter's House. But the 
deep insight, the sure touch, and the clarifying 
expression of "J. B." fail our author. He has 
supposed an audience of high culture. For 
example (p. 89): "There is a Fouch6 latent in 
us all." How many readers can take that sen- 
tence for its full value without an excursion to 
the biographical dictionary? Or, again (p. 
266): "Isabella still guards her pot of basil. 
Ophelia floats beneath the willow, and Mariana 
sings her plaintive song" — the Reader's Hand- 
Book this time. Once more (p. 273): "It is 
true the beggar maid may by her loveliness out- 
shine all the richly dowered ones who foregather 
at King Cophetua's court, and Isopel Berners, 
in her effulgent beauty .... may easily con- 
quer where the powdered dames of Whitehall 
seem but faded nosegays." Perhaps it is wise 
to address the appeal for the restoration of the 
cavalier quite exclusively to the literati. But 
we expect the coming champions to emerge from 
the lowlier orders of Lincoln quite as much as 
from the castle. This call to a new chivalry is 
too much in the technical language of the 
schools. 

The New Personality. By Frederick F. Shan- 
non. New York: Revell, 1915. Pp. 205. 
$1.00. 

Sermons by the pastor of the Reformed 
Church-on-the-Heights, Brooklyn. Decidedly 
of the "brilliant" type, these discourses espe- 
cially require the personality of the preacher for 
their full effectiveness. In subject-matter the 
preacher deals with staple evangelical truth; 
regeneration furnishes the material for the initial 
sermon which gives the title to the volume. The 
form is clearly defined; the sermon "moves" 
in almost every case. The preacher keeps close 
to peal-life with strong and inspiring touch in 
spite of many a passage in which he soars, as 
when for example he speaks of Paul: "Begin- 
ning with the arithmetic of conversion he 
worked up the algebra of justification, inter- 
preted the geometry of service, elucidated the 
trigonometry of sacrifice, delved into the ana- 
lytic geometry of Christian faith, toiled on the 
calculus of Christian hope, and finally attained 
unto the higher mathematics of Christian love" 

(p- US)- 

Here is another illustration of launching out 
into the abyss: "Newton found a multi-universe 



